
CAMPING 
IN TEXAS 



Resources to Help You 
•  State Park Spreadsheet 

•  State Park Maps (PDF) 

•  OA Camping Guide 

•  Download on T-Bird website 



Distance 
from Austin 

Best for 
which 

Scouting 
program 



Wood Badge Project 



State Park Maps (PDF) 



OA Guide to 
Camping 
 
•  CAC BSA Sites 
•  State Lands 
•  Hiking 
•  High Adventure 
•  Council Maps 
•  Other Places to 

Visit 



FAVORITE 
SPOTS 



Enchanted Rock 



Enchanted Rock 
•  From “Easy” to “Moderate” 
•  Excellent for all 4 Scout programs 
•  Primitive camping + hiking loop 
•  Climbing at multiple locations 
• Make Venture Crew take full 

packs to the top ; ) 





Don’t 
forget 
about 
the 
caves 



Inks Lake State Park 



Inks Lake State Park 

•  Backpacking, 
geocaching, 
bird-watching 

•  Boating, 
fishing, diving 



Lockhart State Park 



Lockhart State Park 

•  45 min. away 
•  Hiking, swimming 

pool, fishing 
•  9 hole golf course 
•  75-person Rec Hall 



Lockhart State Park 



Big Bend NP 







Big Bend NP 
•  Near Rio Grande 
•  Car and primitive camping, 

kayaking, animal & insect watching 
•  Possible winter camping (in TX) 
• Hiking – all levels, day hikes to 

multi-day trips, various elevations 



Colorado Bend SP 





Colorado Bend SP 
• Gorman Falls 
• Mountain biking, 

swimming holes 
•  Cave tours  

(w/rappelling) 



Garner State Park 



Garner State Park 
•  2 hrs SW of Austin 
•  Frio River (3 mi), 11 mi of hiking 
•  Tubing, fishing, canoeing, kayaks 
• Geocaching  





Pedernales 
Falls SP 





Pedernales Falls SP 
•  Camping 
•  Swimming 
•  Hiking, Birding  
•  Tubing, Wading 
•  Mountain biking 



McKinney Falls State Park 



McKinney Falls State Park 
•  Very, very close (near airport) 
•  Great for Cubs, parents that don’t like 

to drive far 
•  Be CAREFUL of falls/water 







Blanco State Park 



Blanco State Park 
•  1 hour away – 

outside Blanco 
•  Camping, 

swimming, hiking, 
nature study, 
boating & fishing 



Big Thicket NP 
Canoe Trips & Back Country Camping 



Located 
about 1 

hour  
north of 

Beaumont 



Rangers offer free guided 
day trips (incl. canoes) 
– Call to inquire about scheduling a trip 
– Call to inquire about overnight 

guided trips 

Overnight canoe or hiking 
trips  
–  Bring your own equipment 
– No entrance fee 
– Can camp anywhere you choose 
–  Back country camping only 



•  Big Thicket NPS canoe trip brochure 
– http://www.nps.gov/bith/planyourvisit/upload/

Paddling-the-Big-Thicket-5.pdf 
 

•  Other events hosted by Big Thicket 
NPS 
– http://www.nps.gov/bith/getinvolved/

centennial-activities.htm 



Caves 
• Longhorn Cavern 
• InnerSpace Cavern 

• Cascade Caverns 


